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Robert William Middleton was born on the 9. December 1896 and was baptised in this
Church on the 28" February 1897.The Middieton family lived on Albury Heath.

Robert joined the 5™ (Service) Battalion, The Duke of Edinburgh’s (Wilishire Regiment) By
the 17" July 1915 the Battalion had arrived at Cape Helles on the Gallipoli Peninsular in
Turkey.On the 8", they took part in a night attack to capture a ridge of hills to assist the
British landing at Sulva Bay.The following day they successfully attacked Sari Bair. The
Turks counter attacked and the Battalion lost half its men.The Battalion reotrganised and
returned to trench warfare where the main enemy was dysentry and jaundice.

In January 1916 the Battalion left for Port Said,Egypt and in February they moved to
Kuwait.In April they took part in the attempt to relieve Kut in Iraq without success-the
garrison surrendering to the Turks,

Al the beginning of 1917 the Battalion moved north crossing the Tigris river and on the
11™ March they were the first troops to enter Baghdad.

There were stitl 10,000 Turkish troops north of Baghdad and they were to be joined by
another 5,000 being driven out of Iran by the Russians.The British launched the Samarrah
Offensive on the 13™ March and by the 23", April had taken the town of Samarrah and its
railway British casualties were 18,000 injured or killed and a farther 37,000 taken ill.

Robert Middleton died of his wounds on the 29" April. He was aged 21, He is buried in North
Gate War Cemetery,Baghdad.


http://alburyhistory.org.uk
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In Memory of
Private

R W Middleton

10885, .5th Bn., Wiltshire Regiment who died on 29 April 1917

- Remembered with Honour
Baghdad (North Gate) War Cemetery

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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Community Battles - Samarrah Offensive, 1917 Battles

§'§ First World War Forurn Frash fraim his success in securing the fall of Baghdad, reginnal 8ritish . Alby D
Cormnandar-in-Chief Sir Fredarick Stanley Maude barely paused before . Western

The Details faunching an offensive further north to consolidate the new Anglo-Indian .
- ) pusition ot Baghdad, at present threatened by some 10,000 troops 1o the Fastern
. How L Began north of the city. Gallipoli
+ Battiefield Tours . Italian F
i Sponsored Links
¥ Battles Palestin
! Encyclopedia Thus the Samarrah Offensive - incorporating the Battle of fstabulat - was Mesapol
§ Source Documents faunched with 45,000 frontine troops in mid-March 1917 snd ran Fof L ier ot o
g approximately six weeks before operations were effoctively called ofF until v
Special Features the autumn, Afrlcan
: nimeline ) ; i The Far
i ) Maude's Turldsh opposite, Khaiill Pasha, possessed 10,800 troops to the
- Warin the Afr rorth of Baghdad. He also refied upon Imminent reinforcement by All Tshan Bey's 15,300 troops [r——
; Weaponry prasently retreating from Persta at the hands of the Russians.

Hine's Who Maude detarmined that no further significant offensive could be considerad untll his Anglo-Indian B ol

Multimedia force had seized control of the Sumarrah ratiway, some 130km north of Baghdad, {%m
Battlefields Today In planning 1o capiure Samarrah Maude devised a four-pranged plan: to inltiate a series of small-
? scale attacdks up the River Tigris; to prevent deliberate Turkish floading of the plaing around the
o Maps Euphrates River; to prevent All Ishan Bey's force of 15,000 from rendezvousing with Khalil: and to Why thi
= Propaganda Posters conduct holding operations in the west,
Vintage Audio and Video It the event the Turks fought with tenacity against Maude's ; 7 QF Y
£ Vintage Photographs advance once it was underway. Operations began on 1.3 March ~ L i F

Just bwo days after Baghdad ftself fell to the Britigh - with a
Narratives successful rald on Turkish fines a litHe north of the city, ohliging
Memoirs and Diaries & Turkish 35&m retreat to the function of the rivars Tigris and
Adhairm,

% Prose and Postry
. Adittde under 8 week later, on 19 March, Falluja was seized,
Site Information crucialiy preventing the Turks from flooding the plains and

About this Sie sighificantly haressing the Britigh advance,

£

f What's New Shx days later however, on 25 March, an atternpt to encircle A7 Tshan Bey's 15,000 men was

) amphaticaily repelied; the latter was able fo move west to mest up with 5,000 Turkish troops at
Dogameh sent down the Tigris to meet him, Maude's attempt Lo prevent the meeting ~ by
despatching cavalry and launching irfantry attacks upon Dogamsh - was ultimataly successiu, if
costly, Dogameal: being taken on 31 March.

As a consequence of the action at Dogameh the Turldsh defence fall back to the Tigris/Aghaim
Rivers junction, The British, under General William Marshall {Maude's sventual successor as
cegional Commandar-in-Chief following the latter's desth in Novamber 1817}, promptly sttacked
tha fresh Turldsh position on 18 April {after & hasty detour to assist besleged cavalry st Shiala).

Having by now withdrawn a further 35km north: to fstabulat, Khalil's force retired to formidabie
positions betwsen the Tigris and the Al sl Canal; the Samarrah rafiway itsalf lay in-batween,

Undeterred by the scale of the task Maude continued with the offensive on
21 April, attacking at various points near to the river,

Heevy fighting saw some positions switch gides several times, untll on the
following marning the defending Turks retrested once again, this Hme to g
ricige harefy $0km from the railwiay. Casualties were roughly egual, at

2,000 apiece. Bookm

Continuing British attacks « and with rore reserves on the way - ﬁg .A?'?’*""'?E
parsuaded the Turks to cede Samarah on 23 Aprll, leaving the town - and
e raibuay ~ n British hands,

Successiul in that # attained Tts aim the Sarnarrah Offenisive nevertheless

proved highly castly to the British, "Casualties In the offensive as & whole
were estimated at around 18,008, although a further 43,000 were lost to sickness.,

hitp /A firstworldwar.com/batties/samarrah. htm 12
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Battles - The First Battle of Kut, 1916
The First Battle of Kut, begun on 5 Aprii 1916, markead the final British
attempt to relieve the Turkish siege of Sir Charles Townghend's
beleaguerad 10,000 troops garrisoned at Kut, Its fallure sealed the fate
of Townshend's force which, at last out of supplies, surrendered
unconditionally to Turkish commander Khalll Pasha an 29 Agril 1918,

Sponsored Links

In charge of the nperation to conduct the relief was the aey artived (and
resolutely unpopular) British commander George Gorringe who tonk over
from the recailed 3ir Fenton Ayimer.

Gerringe's force was boosted by the recent arrival of Sir Frederick Maude's 13th Division. This
brought his avaliable strength up to around 30,000, a figure matched by Khalil's decision to draft
u reserves from nearby Baghedad,

Gorringe decided to open the attack by sending Maude's rmen against the Hanna Defile once again,
in spite of the eadier fallure in storming the same pasition in January 1916, In the interim
howaver Khalit had taken the opportunity of estallishing two deep tranch lines at Fallahiveh and at
Sannaivat.

Attacking at dawn on 5 April Mauds was surprised to discover the Turkish first line unoccupied. He
therefore regrouped preparatory for a frontal assault upon Fallahiyeh that same evening,
Fallahiveh was duly taken following an advance across mud-soaked tarrain, hut at heavy cost.

Meanwhile a secondary attack along the other bank of the Tigris River encountered relatively light
opposition. With Fallahiyeh setured reserve forces wara set in place in readiness for a follow-up
attack ageinst Sannaiyat the next morning., Desplte these early promizing British succasses
casuaitias were nevartheless uncomfortably hight 2,000 on the first day alone.

Progress was much more difficult to come by on the following moming, Atkack after attack upon
Samaiyat was repulsed over succeeding days, 1,200 Biitish casualBes wers incutred alone on &
April; with additionat losses suffered the next day and on 9 April,

Frustrated in his attacks against Sannaivat General Gorringe rasalver therefore to switch the facus
of his main attack Lo the ofher bank, against the Turk-haid Bait Asia position. Heavy rainfall
however hindered Gorrings's advance, Nevertheless forward Turk posttions felf on 15 April with
Batt Asia ltself falling on 17 Aprll at refativaly Hght cost,

Khalif lsunched a determined counter-attack with 10,000 troops overnight against Bait Asla's
Anglo-<Indian forces but was ultimately thrown back, Khalil's force suffered a high percentage of
casualtias: 4,000; however the British loss of 1,600 troops made Rurther progress along the bank
virtuaily impossible.

Despite the absence of around 5,000 resarves en route to Gorringe from the British HQ at Basra,
General Gorringe nevertheless launched a fnal attempton 22 April, switching his focus back agaln
fo Sannaiyal,

Weslkdy cornposed howaver - the attack congisted of a single brigade preceded by the usual
artillery bombardment {which as ever warned the Turks of impanding aitack) - it was repulsed
after Khalil first evacuated his Arst two lines and then counter-attacked s force, A further 1,300
British casualties were suffered in this latesr sethack, bringing the overall total during refief
oparations to 23,000,

Na further attempts at relief were made save for o fina,
desperate effort fo send supplies throuah to Kut via an
armaured supply ship, the Julmar (which also falled).

Accordingly Sir Charles Townshend, having consulted with higher
authority, surrendered unconditionally on 29 Aprit 1816 having
failed to purchase parole for his 10,000 men with a £3 milan
offer.

It was the greatest humiliation to have befallen the Britlsh arimy
in its history, For the Turks - and for Getrnany - 1t proved & significant reorate booster, ang
undoubtedly weakened British influence in the Middle East,

hitp:fiwvew firstwarldwar.com/battles/kutd . htm
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15/08/2018 The {Duke of Edinburghs) Wiltshire Regiment 1881-1920 The Wiltshire Regiment (Duke of Edinburghs) 1920-1959 - The Wardrobe...
1st Batalion

in August 1914 the 15t Batialion were based at Tiworth and the 2nd Battahion at Gibrallar. The 4th {Territonal) Baitalion
were al their Arnuat Camp at Sling Mantation, on Salisbury Plain. O mobilization the st Battalion feft for France on The
43 August, taking pait in the baitle of Mons 10 days later and followod by the retreat from Mons. Tha ‘retreal ‘was a
fighting withdrawal with a number of significant actions fought aong that rovte. The baltalion remalned intast and ended
the relrast on the oulskins of Patis. Once te ling slablized Ihe battalion ook part in he First Batlle of Ypres, and Neuve
Chapalle by which ima thay hat lost 28 officers and 1080 iman, the: equivalent of g whote hatiafon. This was followsd by
trench duly at Hooge and then Kemme! whera they remained for the remander of the yaar.

2nd Battaiion

{ The 2nd Battslion mobilized on the 20t July 1914 whsn tha ‘Alety in Forlress’
“was sounded m Gibraliar, sailing for England a month [ster. Thay fanded at

: Zesbrugps as part of the 7th Division v Qclober, Their initlat deployment o
defend Aniwerp was abandaned alier It was caplired by the Garmans, They
redeploved 1o 2 position East of Ypres and very soon were in agtion at Rauel
rear Yorew. This fiest aclon for many was also their last a3 the battalion lost 450
nen and 18 officers caphiwed, 76 men and 7 officers wore killed andg 228
woundsd after being assaufted by two complete German Regiments. After many
L other aotions hey snded 1914 intha line at Fisurbalx,

Colanel Eorbes and what remained

of tha @nd Baitelion aflar capture ot .
Reutel Cetober 1814 4t Battalion

Tha 4ih Baitalion moblized and very quickly hag aufliclent men to form two
battatione, The 1sLidth went to lndia In Octaber 1814 o reliove reguiar batlalinns, lollowed quickly by the 2ud Mth, 1 was
recognized nalionatly that the Army was far los small to mest the challenges ahead and under the Isadership of Lo
Kitchener, New Armies were ralsed, The County of Wiltshire guickly rasponded to the call.

5th & Bth {Service) Battalions

The 5th {Servies) Ballalion was raised al Assays Baimacks in Titdworth , August 1814, The aumbers yaised were too large
30 [he 8t (Service ) batlalion was also ralsed from the Gth Battation overspill of manpawer,

7th (Service) Battalion

Al the same dme te Ttk (Service) Batteion was raisod at Mardbourgh by Lisutenant Colonat Rocke, a refived Willshing
Ragimeant Officar.

1815 The First Word War Continued
1st Battalicn

The 1t Battalion spent the fiest fow months on the Messines Ridge engaged in Tranch warfare until March 1915, In
March frigy took part in the Batie of Neuve Ghapefie, followed by several more months in Tranches Iy the Dickebusch
area. in dune they 0ok part in iwe atiaoks on fhe German Trench systermn round Huoge chateay, where the Jlghting was
moat savare, The next few months were spent in the renches near Ypres, Hoogo, allernating with rest pesods in the
ramparts at Ypres, issif undsr shell firs. In Ssplamber they tonk part In a Major battle at Loos. In Qutober togather with
the rest of et Brigade they waro wangfered o a New Aray Formation, the 26th Division i provide experence. They
spent the remalnder of the year in the trenchas af Ploegstasrt Wood. Christmas dinner wag not eaten unifi e st
January 1918,

2nd Batialion

The 2nd Batialion started 1915 in the Flewrbaix area remaining in the waterlogged enches when they were rellsved by
the Canzdians in March. Thay were removed from the e fo prepare for 2 major assaull af Nevve Chapetie which
atariad on the 9th of March. By the 14¢h March the batlalion had suffarad nearly 400 casualies, Aller & fow days rost hey
returned 1o the line at Laventie where ey resumed trench warfare. In May the battalion took part in the battle of
Fastubert whare they sufferod 158 casuallias for one fitle of groand taken. This wags Tollowed by a rest parlod in e
Hethune area whers they were reinforced. in June they were one of the keading battalions in the atlack at Glvenchy
whers after laking significent casuslios the operation wes cancellad. This was followsd by many months of trench
watfare Iy different sectors lrading up 10 the Baille of Loos In Ssplember where their casualiy figure was 400. Resl and
yeorganisation follewed and In early Decamber they were again redeployed to another Divislon, the 30ih ending the year
af Auhgur,

1st & Zndidth Battalions

The 1sitth and 2ncidin speni 1918 I India on Gardson dulies. but did supply & number of men as reiniorGemants to
front line battaliony in other heatres of cparations.

Gth Baitalion

in July 1815 the 3th (Service] Battadion sel sal for the Dardaneties and by the 171n wers all ashors at Caps Hellas, on the
Gallipoli Poninseda, Two days later they wera in e trenches facing the Tarkish &Army, On (e §th August they tock part in
a night allack to capture a ridge of hills 1o assist ihe British fanding 2t Suva bay. The following day they took part in the
atlack at Bar Bair, This woes o suncessil atlack, bul the response was Tast and very viclent. Thay wera atlacked by g
Turkish Division led by Mustapha Keral, The battalion was everrun with hall the battalion never being seen again. The
battalion was reorganised, returning to rench warfare with the main enemy being dysentery and jaundics. On the 18th
Decembser fhay embarked for Mudros reiurning ten days later in a blizzard, here they saw in 1916,

6tk Battalion

The 6th (Servies) Batlalion emharked for France in July 1815 as part of the 18th Division. They initially were intredused to
trench warkare In e Laventie and Festubert avea with their first attack 1aking place at Loos In Saptembar, Altar ihis bollle
thay returnad to the renches in the Neuve Chapelle area where they ended the year of 1215,

Tth Battalion
The ih (Service) Battalion atter training smbarked for Frarce 1000 stiong in September spending twa months iy the

wanchea. In November they sailed to Salonike whens their first task was to assist in constructing defences. They were
sngaged in this taek af the end of 1815,

hitp://www.thewardrobe.org.uk/research/hisiory-of-regimentsithe-duke-of-edinburghs-wilishire-regiment-1881-1820-the-wiltshire-regiment-duke-...  2/10



17/08/2018 The (Duke of Edinburghs) Wiltshire Regiment 1881-1920 The Wiltshire Regimeni {Duke of Edinburghs) 1920-1959 - The Wardrobe. ..
1346 The First World War Continved

15t Battalion

T At the start of 1916 the 1si Baflalion
wera I raseeve al Papol. They
remainad here for three months when
they went gouth spending three weeks :
near Gt Pol. Afler relieving the French | 7th Batlion’s Band marching through |
at Vimy Rudge they spent bwo months | ihe village of Sharston on a recruiting
" engaged in french warfare near La ; drive
| Targettn, Unspectacular work bal it stil R
asulled n B2 casualties. in July the Battahon moved lowards ths Somme ares
19i Baltallon crassing No han'a g s | They did nol take part in the attack an the 1t July but dird go into action at
at Thiepval mu} Thﬁtspvni on the Ath, On the 220 together with 1he Ird Worcastorshite
o " Regiment they assaulted and captured the Lepaig Salient, including the

Hmripnhmg ranch. They withalood & numbar ot counler attacks by the Prussian Guards all of which were beaton off,
Other altacks followed fogether with more time spent i fhe lenches. In Octoboer they movad north and teok up & posiiion
in the Ploegstresrt where they ware at the end of the year.

2nd Battalion

The 2nd Battallon started 1916 in the area of Amlons. They remalned in this general area reliving unils in tenches and
tralning for an offensive that was geing fo teke place in July. On the 15t July they were in support i e area of
Montaubian, followsd by two days of attacks. Thoy romained i this area for most of July, On the 8th July they played a
leading patl in the allack on Trones Wood ahid at ong point bayonatad thelr way through what remained of the German
dafenders i the wood, They suffersd 240 casualties in this aotion but were swarded plus 23 decorations for gallaniry.
Further attacks followed in the Somme and Flars aeas and they ended the your just South of Arras.

1slfdih & 2nd/dth Battalions
The fetfath ang 2nd/dth reralned on Garmson dulies in Indis,
5th Battalion

"The Sth (Sorvice) Battalion evacusted from Cape Hollas in January going fo Port Said where thay wera reinfarced with
750 men. In February they wenl o Kuwalt ard In March to Amara via the Tigrls River. They then relleved the Lahore
Division south of Kul. I April they took part in the attempt to refieve Kut and altacksd the Turkish Trenches at Hannah,
Tollowad by an attack on Sanna--Yal, All the efforls to relive Kui failed and eventually the garrison was forcad to
suirendor. (Aany men who had been transfered from the 1t and 2rdidth Regiotents in Indis wore eaptursd with units
besingad in Kuf) May was spent in defensive positions after which they returned to the Amare araa where they rernained
wnil the and of December when thay crossed the Haf River ready o move North to Kul,

6th Battalion

At the siart of tha year the §th {Stivice) battailon were In the Neuve Chapells area where thay wers engagad In franch
wartare untit April, After & poriod of strenuous iraining the batiehion moved to Albert, on the River Sornme in preparation
for the foithooming offensive, A week afier the start of the Balle of the Somme hey fook parl in he caplure of La
Hoisalle, moving inte Mametz Wood shorty after. Af the end of August they were reliaved In order 1o re-organize having
suffered 380 casusltion in iwo months. The rest of the yeor was spent iv the line in the Kermmel secior, and an tha River
Ancia. Here they ended the year.

Tth Battalion

The 71 (Servico) Batlalion al the boginning of the yeat were contiwing thelr work on the defences. At the end of 2y
they took over the tenches near Ralinova from the French. {n this position they repuised a nuraber of attacks by the
Bulgars. At the end of QOolebar the Batabon moved to the area of Dolah whats they reveried 1o tench warlare. They
were al (s focabion at the and of 1848,

1917 The First World War Continued
15t Battalion

The 1si Battalion staded the year in the area of Ploegsteert, being relieved mid January for s forinights havd {ratbing. 5
Fabruary they carot ot a daring daylight raid in conjunciion wille the 10th Cheshire's. Tre raidars won six Military
Medals. In late Fobruary they were refleved by New Zeatand unils. sponding the nest seven weeks training. This was
required due the reorganization of aff baltalions whereby each plateon becams self sufficleni i terms of weapon
capubiiites. The Amny was stading to muve fowards moblle tactios, In Apdl they took over some enches Stomn the
Avstralians near Plagsteerl. They want in and out of the lines woll the 7t June when the ballalion tock part in the atlack
an Messines Ridge. Two days iater afier hard figiting they had iaken 148 prigoners and 7 maching guns, but they had
sugtained 170 casuatlios. One of e officers being awarded the Military Cross in Whis action was Captain 7 Haywerd
Later to win the Victoria Cross). This was 2 significant aclion because in taking this high ground i improvad the situation
in the Ypres salient, which hed been ovardooked by the Germans for most of the war. in July they moved 1o YYpres and
had thelr fiest taste of mustand gas. Al the end of July they look part In the sttack on Wasthosk Ridge remalning i the
ares under haavy shelt fire until the 5th August, After 2 short rest they returned 1o the Ridge to suppont other unils under
pressure from the Germansg. On the 10th September thay moved south fo join the First Army moving into the Glvenchy
Seclon, near Beliing whete they ook ug a position in Oclober remaingng Tor two menihg. Al the beginning of December
they wara franslerred onco again, s tme Lo the Third Army, to the Lagnicour! Saclor near Bapaurme. They wers ab this
toration at the end of 1817,

2nd Batlalion

The 2nd Battalion spent the first three months around Aras, On the Sth Aprll they took part in the attack on the
Hindenlurg Line Very fow men reached the ebjective and thass that dict found that the German wirs was undamaged. On
the 11ih April they come out of the ine weaker by 18 officers and 363 other ranike. After for deys rest they returned for &
further weeks fighting In the same area. They then spent 2 month raksing before a long march nesth to the area of Ypres.
For most of July they were in iraiaing. On the 3181 July they took part in the Thind Batlle of Ypres near Hoogs, In Late

Auguat they rofieved the Australizang on the newly capiure Massines Ridge. They remained here for thiee moafhs digging

dasper and taking pad in many rench raids. in November they moved jo the Ghelivelt area, where thay ended the year
of 1917,
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Mexdals. In lale Fabraary they were relieved by New Zealand units, spending the next seven waeks trafning. This was
required ¢us the recrganization of ol battslions whereby each platoon bacaime self sufficlant o terms of WEAPON
capabilities. The Amny was starfing to move towards mobile tactics, In April they took over some lranches from the
Australians near Plogsteert. They went In and out of the lines untl the Tth June when the battalion took part in the attack
on Messines Ridge. Two days later after hard fighting they had taxen 148 priseners and 7 machine guns, but thay had
suslainet 170 casualtes. One of the officers batng awarded the Military Cross i this action was Captain R Hayward
{Later lo win the Vicloria Gross). This was a significant action because in taking s high ground it improved the situation
in the Ypres salient, which had been overlooked by the Germans for most of the war. In July thay moved to Yores and
had thelr first taste of mustard gas. At the and of duly they teok part in the aftack on Westhoek Ridgs remaining in the
area tnder heavy shell fire uniil the Bth Augusl. After & short rest thay returned to the Ridge to support clher units under
pressure from the Gormars, On the 10th September they moved south o Joliv the First Army moving Into the Givenchy
Sector, near Bethune whare they took up @ position in Ootober ramaining for two months, Al the beginring of Decamber
they wers transTerrad once again, this Ume fo the Third Army, to lhe Lagnicourt Sector near Bapaume, They were at this
lecation at the end of 1947,

Z2nd Battalion

The 2nd Baliafion spont the frst twee months around Arras. On e gt Aprll they ook part in the attack on the
Hindenburg Line Very few men reached the objsctive and those that did found that the German wire was undamaged, On
the Mib Aprif they cama out of the e weaker by 16 offfiesrs and 363 othar ranks, After ten days rest they returned Tor
further weeks fighting In the same area, They thet spent a month braining befors a long march rorth fo the area of Ypres.
For most of July they were in fraining. On the st July they took part In the Third Battie of Ypres near Hooge, In Late
August they rellaved the Australians on the newly capture Messines Ridge, They remained here for three monthe digging
dezper and taldng part in many trench raids, In Novembar they movaed to the Gheluvelt area, whare they ended the year
of 1917,

1st/4th Battalion

In March 1917 the ist4th received orders and sveriually lefl Bombay for:
Palesting and aclive service, Alter 2 long journay they joined the 75th Division inf
the trenichas South of Turkish hald Gaza. In November the battalion made thotr
first atteck in the third balle of Gaza capluring Outpost Hl, followad by Ali
Munter Hill and Fryars Hill, The Turks ovacuated Gezs and were pursied:
lowards Jerusalsm with the battalion leading the pursuit. They wore hoavily
commitied diring Novernber with actions at Bl Meswiyyeh and Kuivet-EhEng
just @ Tew miles shorl of Jerusatem. The batialion wers In roserve whest
Jetusalem wes surrendared by the Turks, On the fingl day of 1917 the battelion) 1st/dth Battalion - Turkish prisoners
was holding an outpost line at B Tirsh, o al Withabura in Palestine in 1917/18 |

2ndfath Battalion
The 2ndith remained In india and in March 1917 moved to the Allabiabad Brigade in the 8th {Lucknow) Divigion.
Ath Battalion

The Sth [Sarvice) battalion were i aciion on the 26t January 1817 when thay assaulted the Turkish frant fine, one flank
of which resled on the Hai River which thay had crossed only a mondh bafore, They took hegvy casuallies in his action.
On the Z8th of February they crossed the River Tigris and by the end of the month afier herd marching they wera 40
miles shorl of Baghdad., On the 10th March they made a night river crossing over the Disla River astablishing a
bridgehead and taking 120 priscners in the process, The way o Baghdad was open and the battalion was the first i
erter the oty Al the end of March the battalion advanced on Turkish posliions 38 miles north of Baghcdad near Daltawa.
They sustaired heavy casualties in this altack. | In Aprl and May they cobtinued the advanca up the ine of the River
Adhain with contact belng made with the Russaians aparating from the Caspian Sea. They then fook up defensive
positions between the rivers Tigrs and Adhaim. East of Samara. In early December they advanced towards Kara Tepe,

with the battalion pursuing the Turks trough Sakaltutan Pass. They paused at this point and snded the yoar reorganizing
and training.

5th Battalion

ardy B 1917 the 6th (Service) Battslion were in the fine at Hebuiems, near Thispval, moving fo the Wpres satient In April,
In June they took perty in the suceessful altack on Messines Ridge, gaining all thelr oblectives. A period of treneh warfare
was follawed by heavy fighting on the Passchendaele Ridge. On the 20ih Septomber thay captured and hold a posiion in
front of Hollebeke Chaleau. Casualties wers haavy and the battslion was roivforced by 25 officers and 350 other ranks of
the Royal Wiitshire Yeomarry, who had bean dismounied. They became the Sth (Royel Wiltshire) Yaomanry) Battalion.
This arangerment worked well a8 many of the men in both units cama from e same towns and villages in Wiltshire,

7th Battalion

The Tt (Service) Battelion stared 1917 ag they loft the year before, in he benghes rermaining there undll Agril On the
pight of e 24th Aprit Ihey launched an aliack al the Grand Couronne, comifyg up against devastating e and un-
bregohed wire. 14 out of tha 15 officers became castalties, together with about 300 ather ranks, The COMpanioy came
under the command of Warrant Gfficers and Sergeants and the situation wag ilkened to the Battle of Ferozeshah in 1845,
After this baille they were In the fine at Popovoe, and then Smal. Af the baginning of July they resumed fraining, retuning
to the front line in August. The rest of the year was spont In Greece in the renches with mugh patrolling.

1918 The First World War Continued
1st Battalion
The 1st Baltalion starled the vear in the Lagnicourt seator, North East of Bapaume remaining there for wo months. Gn

the 21t March 1218 they were in reserve ot Achiet-La-Grand when the German Ay launchieg & majer offensive. The
battalion wars in contact with the enemy for the next six days during which Caplain Hayward MC won Ihe Vietorla Gross,
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Samarrah Offensive

The Samarrah Offensive (March 13 — April 23,
1917) was launched by the British against the
Ottomans as part of the Mesopotamian Campaign in
World War I.

After Baghdad fell to the British on March 11, 1917,
there were still 10,000 Ottoman troops north of the

to Anglo-Indian forces.

-Furthermore, another 15,000 Ottomans under Ali

Russians, and were attempting at joining Khalil's
forces in northern Iragq.

The British commander, Frederick Stanley Maude,
decided that, in order to avert these threats, he had to

130 km (81 mi) north of Baghdad.

Operations began on March 13, carried forth by
45,000 British troops. On March 19, they conquered

The British continued their attacks until April 23,

when the town of Samarrah and its railroad fell into

their hands.

Although it achieved its aims, the Samarrah offensive
cost the British casunalties, a

considerable price (plus another 38,000 who were
taken il1).[")

about 18,000

Further reading

Samarrah QOffensive

Part of the Mesopotamian
Campaign of World War |

Date March 13 — April 23,
1917
Location North of Baghdad,
present-day Iraq
Result British victory.
Belligerents
£422 British Empire
- Ottoman
. British India %Empire

Commanders and leaders
Frederick Stanley Maude gKhaIiI
éPasha,
Ali ihsan
| Sabis
Strength
45,000 110,000
(Khalil),
15,000
(Al
Ishan)
Casualties and losses
18,000 15,0001
(+ 37,000 sick)["] |

« Barker, A. J. The Bastard War: The Mesopotamian Campaign of 1914-1918. New York: Dial
Press, 1967. OCLC 2118235 (https:/lwww.worldoat.org/oclc/Z118235)

= Tucker, Spencer C., ed. (2014), World War I: The Definitive Encyclopedia and Document
Collsction - & volumes. ABC-CLIO. ISBN 9781851099658.
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